“Conference on the EU Strategy for the Danube Region”

Budapest, 25-26 February 2010
Documentation of the conference
This conference was the second one of a cycle of five conferences organised in cities along the Danube during the first semester of 2010. 

The conference took place in the historical building of the Academy of Sciences, located along the Danube, 300m from the prestigious Parliament where the Danube Summit was organised in parallel. More than 500 persons attended the two days conference.
The Danube countries have demonstrated, by their declaration, considerable support for the Danube Strategy. The panel of speakers was composed of Prime Ministers and Ministers, Secretaries of State as well as regional and local authorities from the countries of the Danube region. The European Union was represented by Commissioner Hahn (Regional policy), as well as by European Parliament and European Investment Bank politicians and experts.

During two days, the speakers have presented their point of views and listened to the comments and suggestions from a large audience of 500 persons.

The conference focused on the socio-economic aspects of the Danube strategy. The work started with the plenary session followed by workshops on four themes (economic, sustainable, human and institutional development). 

25 February 2010
I. Opening Plenary Sessions (8:30 – 10:45)
Mr Péter Balázs, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Hungary

"The Chain Bridge in Budapest, which was thought to be impossible to build due the steep hill on the Buda side, but which was build over 150 years ago to connect Buda and Pest, could be a symbol for the EU Strategy for the Danube Region in the sense that nothing is impossible if there is a strong will."
Mr. Joszsef Palinkas, Presidency of the Hungarian Academy of Science

"The river which flows just outside this building here today and which is the main geographic feature of this Danube Region, used to be called the "blue Danube". We should now use this Strategy for concrete actions to give back to the river its original colour, to make the Danube blue again."

Mr Johannes Hahn, Commissioner for Regional Policy
"We need to find ways to maximise the potential of this beautiful and diverse region which reaches from the Black Forest to the Black Sea. We have much shared history, and now we need to find out how far we can pool our efforts to develop modern solutions to the challenges of the future. We need concrete projects for this Strategy and the ideas, the activities that will shape it will come from you. Because you know best what has to be done in your region and how it should be done."

Mr Gordon Bajnai, Prime Minister of Hungary 

"Academy of Science which is hosting us today has always been a cathedral for creative minds. The EU Strategy for the Danube Region should do the same, symbolising the unity of creative visions and concrete actions."

Mr Emil Boc, Prime Minister of Romania

"The EU Strategy for the Danube Region could be a new way for cooperation and partnership in the region, on all levels of government, as indeed, cooperation and partnership are factors of stability, growth and prosperity."

Mr Boyko Borisov, Prime Minister of Bulgaria 
"The diversity in the Region is a challenge but also an important step for a unifying approach."

Mr Vlad Filat, Prime Minister of Moldavia 

"The integrative approach of the EU Strategy for the Danube Region can strengthen the dialogue between countries along the river. For Moldova in addition, it provides the possibility to participate in EU processes."
Mrs Bozidar Pankretic, Croatian Minister of Regional Development, Forestry and Water Management
For Croatia forming the link between continental and Mediterranean Europe, a Europe without borders is our overall goal. In the EU Strategy for the Danube region, Member States and future Member States join forces to improve the whole region. 
Mr Božidar Đelić, Deputy Prime Minister of Serbia

"The Danube should not only become a blue river again, it should also become a "smart river". The region should be based on a knowledge society. To be concrete, let's connect some of the greatest universities and research institutes in the region and do so, while building on already existing networks, like the Danube rectors' conference."

II. Plenary roundtable (11:15 – 12:30)

Mr Peter Luhan, MEP Romania, European Parliament

Recalled the resolution adopted in plenary session in Strasbourg on 21 January 2010: "the European parliament supports the Danube Strategy and urges the European Commission to propose by the end of 2010 a strategy for the region. 
For Mr Luhan, the regional and local bodies should play an important role in developing and implementing the strategy. But also, the different policies in the region should be integrated and a cooperative approach adopted (by means of partnership, groups of experts working on line at local level) in order to start with a consistent framework.
Mr Luhan encouraged the policy makers to adopt a practical approach and to use efficient tools under the form of a single platform to collect information and a dynamic database of projects.

In term of priorities, Mr Luhan proposed to focus on research and development, transport and communications (Ten-T projects), environment, human issues and tourism.

Ms Ivelina Vassileva, Deputy Minister for Environment, Bulgaria
Started with the declaration: "We are acting for a sustainable development, but we have challenges". The Deputy Minister urged: 
- We must adopt an integrated approach, otherwise we will not succeed

- We must clean the river, but taking account that the Danube offers to the whole region a lot of possibilities in term of energy, transport, and tourism. 
- We dispose of a large geographical sphere: from East to West and from Baltic to Black Sea
- We must be able to give answers to the multiple challenges of economical, social and cultural nature

To follow, Ms Vassileva reminded that the existing tools should be used for the Danube strategy: the "International Commission for Protection of the Danube River" (ICPDR), the "International Funding for Information Services" (IFIS) and the "Danube Flood risk project" between 19 partners (incl. 8 Member States) financed by the European Territorial Cooperation South East Europe programme  

Mr Gábor Demszky, Mayor of Budapest

Mr Demszky insisted on the exceptional location of the Danube in Europe: the river is the "key between East and West". 

He declared: The Danube is starting a process of transformation; the "river of transport and commerce" will become a "blue river". But the Danube has a further mission: in the future the Danube should clean the Black Sea. 
For the strategy itself, Mr Demsky suggested a "bottom-up "approach. In this context, the European Grouping for Territorial Cooperation (EGTCs) should play a key role with the financial support of the European Funds (e.g. the proposed EGTC "Budapest-Vienna-Ulm" has already a solid base of cooperation and a large experience in the region). 
Mr Guy Clausse, Director, Convergence and Environment, "European Investment Bank" (EIB)
Mr Clausse declared that the European Investment Bank was favourable to the Danube Strategy and was ready to support the future actions in the field of environment, floods, transport (urban/other), energy (production/transfers). 
From the procedural aspect, he underlined that the projects presented should include a sustainable dimension and be accompanied by maintenance plans to justify this .
In these conditions, the EIB is keen to provide financial support in the form of loans to the countries of the Danube Strategy. For example, 11 billions € had been available for the year 2009.  
III. Workshops (14:30 – 17:00)

Workshop 1: Economic development – internal market, trade, innovation, research and development 
Moderator: 
Mr José Palma Andres, Director, European Commission, DG Regional Policy

Panelists: 
Ms Zuzana Gaková, European Commission, DG Regional Policy


Mr Péter Szaló, State Secretary, Ministry of Economy and Development, Hungary


Mr Marian Jean Marinescu, Vice President of the EPP Group, European Parliament

Ms Vass Ilona, Vice President of National Research and Development Office, Hungary

Mr Jean Vrla, Head of Division, European Investment Bank
Rapporteur:
Ms Geneviève Leveaux, European Commission, DG Regional Policy
The socio-economic situation of the Danube region (25% of the European Union territory) was summarized by Ms Gakova, who illustrated her speech by statistic data/graphics and by thematic maps on various aspects like "population profile, productivity, employment, education, as well as GDP by sectors/regions".
Presentations and discussions were also made on the following topics:
The challenges and the opportunities in the Danube region. The main challenges evoked were the differences in the national GDP, climate change, the water problems causing floods and pollution, the disparities of ecological and socio-economical situations in the countries. But the region has also a high potential of development with its economic cooperation opportunities, its river (second river in dimension in Europe) , its tourism with a rich history and beautiful landscapes.
The actions in the fields of Research and Development: The national Ministries of Research of different countries have proposed, as it has been done in the Baltic Sea strategy, to develop a "Joint Research and Development Programme" for the Danube region. The approach is an integrated one with practical proposals (to increase capacities, to find common solutions, to focus on research of strategic importance).

Discussions followed about the selection of the sectors to focus on. Most attention was given to the needs for better infrastructures (e.g. to avoid bottlenecks in navigation), of ameliorated environmental conditions (climate, floods, water management…), of more performing communications (TEN-T), of closer economical cooperation, of developed tourism and of solutions to unemployment.
Concerning the financing aspect, the audience received an overview of the financial opportunities offered by the European Investment Bank: the different financial tools of the EIB, the sectors of activity covered by EIB) but also practical suggestions in order to guide the public in case of a further presentation of request of financial support to the EIB. 
To conclude the workshop, Mr Jose Palma Andres, Director of Regional Policy in the European Commission, emphasised : we are in a bottom-up approach and contributions from authorities and stakeholders (public and private) will be taken into account by the European Commission. We want to know what your needs are, the starting point of the strategy is the concrete situations on the spot. We expect that you will strengthen your collaboration between countries and regions, it is the wish of the Commission and should be the wish of all of you.       

Workshop 2: Sustainable development – sustainable agriculture, urban, rural and social aspects

Moderator: 
Mr Colin Wolfe, Head of Unit, European Commission, DG Regional Policy
Panelists: 
Mr George Kremlis, Head of Unit, European Commission, DG Environment

Mr Rudolf Schicker, City Counsellor, Regional Minister for Urban Development, Traffic and Transport, Austria

Mr Tibor Faragó, Secretary of State, Ministry of Environment and Water, Hungary

Ms Zita Izakovičová, Head of the Scientific Board, Institute of Landscape Ecology of the Slovak Academy of Sciences 

Mr Božo Galić, County Prefect of the Vukovar-Srijem County, President of the Croatian County Association, Croatia
Rapporteur:
Mr L. Florian, European commission, DG Regional Ppolicy

The workshop had an important subtitle, defining more precisely its content: sustainable agriculture, urban, rural and social aspects. There were very good and experienced speakers, so the level of presentations was high. The summary concentrates only on the main messages due to time constraints.

First of all it was stressed that the definitions of sustainable development are very heterogeneous, however several basic principles/indicators can be identified, just to mention a few:

· quality of human life

· preservation of ecological stability

· protection and rational use of man-made components

· protection of immediate environment and social and cultural diversity

· prevention of national risks and hazards

As solution to these the development with regard to natural and historical resources might be seen: harmonisation of socio-economic development with resources and potentials.

It has also been stressed that in Danube area which is maybe mostly agricultural and rural, the integration of environmental measures is inevitable (importance of the Environmental Impact Assessment).

The notion of "Smart Danube" was mentioned – parallel to that the workshop created the notion of "good Danube housekeeping" as the real symbiosis of economic development and environment protection which might be achieved by different tools like EGTC or territorial cooperation.

The hope has been expressed that Danube Strategy could generate new green jobs (EU 2020!).

As an important issue the interlinkage between cities and rural areas was mentioned: environment-friendly cities need protection of landscapes around them! 

"Smart Danube" generates the need for "smart cities" and consecutively for "smart urban planning" – it is clear that the sustainability of cities is not a cheap issue but it is worth doing because citizens will be proud of it and ready to bear costs. So the message (coming from the experience of Vienna): integrate citizens into decision making, the Danube Strategy is a good chance for doing it. 

In spite of the fact that the level of development of regions along the Danube is strikingly different, there are common challenges and it is time for change: the Danube Strategy is again a chance for it. Existing legal and institutional framework could be combined with new initiatives and thus create synergies.

According to the workshop the overreaching goal of the Danube Strategy should be the consolidation of the social dimension, competitiveness and environment (ecosystems).

Further to the topics summarized above also an interesting major project was presented: the Sava-Danube Channel project, a linkage between Danube area and the Adriatic. The project has positive aspects (e.g. less pollution by waterways than by railways) but also negative issues came to light: large projects may have negative environmental impact and are costly solutions.
Following and in-between the presentations an active and lively discussion evolved which placed questions/statements like:

· what will be the real destination of funds (of the existing ones, if "earmarked") for EUSDR?

· there is a need to prioritize issues: already approved and new ones for Danube Strategy

· there is a need for ecological research of large rivers – quantitative and qualitative data needed to be able to correctly identify needs and measures

· the question of native fish species of Danube was raised 

FINAL CONCLUSION:

· Blue Danube (not only river but all the region) is high in price but worth to do NOW, in future it will be more costly

· Prioritisation is needed but also harmonisation of different dimensions

· Issues of transport and environment are not less important – but these should be discussed in Vienna/Bratislava

Workshop 3: Human development – culture, education and identity 
Moderator: 
Mr Kurt Puchinger, Group Director, City of Vienna

Panelists: 
European Commission, DG EAC (tbc)


Mr Etele Baráth, Member of Parliament, Hungary

Mr Marko Marhl, Vice-Rector for International Affairs, University of Maribor, Slovenia

Ms Patrizia Jankovic, Federal Ministry for Education, the Arts and Culture of Austria

Rapporteur: 
Ms Eva Nussmüller, European Commission, DG Regional Policy
Main points of discussion

In the workshop it was raised that the dominant feature of the Danube was its diversity. The prevailing multilingualism is one example of this diversity, with seventeen languages spoken in the Region. Another example could be the prevailing different understandings of the common history. The emergence of one common identity is therefore difficult. What could however be achieved is a common understanding on common values. The EU Strategy for the Danube Region could support this emergence of common values. For this, the Strategy also has to address the so-called "soft factors", such as education or culture. 

To develop actions in these soft factors, the EUSDR should be developed through a broad consultation process. Pursuing an open approach (democratisation of knowledge, wiki-Strategy) and making use of modern technology and new media, society can be a source of creativity for the Strategy. Traditional means of communication could be used to address parts of society, which can not be reached properly via new media. In addition to consulting civil society, institutional actors below the state level, i.e. the local and regional levels should be integrated in the development and implementation of the Strategy. Stakeholders below the state level and the civil society could be actively involved in the upcoming conferences in Vienna/Bratislava (19.-21.4.2010) and Ruse (10.-11.5.2010). All interested stakeholders are also encouraged to submit their contributions via the currently ongoing public consultation on the website of DG Regional Policy. 

Projects in the area of Human Development do not have to start from scratch but can build on already existing networks. Among these, representatives from the Danube Rectors' Conference, from the networks CECE and ERI SEE - a network of ministries of education in the Region and from the Andrassy University presented their institutions and activities in the workshop. In addition, a number of networks of civil society in the Region contributed actively to the discussion (Danube Networkers, Foster Europe, Community of Protestant Churches in Europe, …). Actions and projects in the EUSDR could to build on these existing networks and actors to make use of the knowledge already.

Several project ideas were presented at the workshop: the foundation of a Danube media network connecting different media partners from the region, developing further the already existing networks CECE and ERI SEE on the comparability of qualifications and education systems, the development of joint university programmes and research networks or the work towards a common understanding of history just to mention a few. Interested stakeholders are invited to further develop their project ideas. As guidance, the Commission explained the two main criteria for projects in the Action Plan (the projects must have a macro-regional impact and should build on consensus , they should refer to the Action Plan of the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region (download available on the homepage of DG Regional Policy – www.ec.europa.eu/regional_policy).

Workshop 4: Institutional development and municipalities – Euroregions and municipalities 
Moderator: 
Mr Marc Botman, Head of Unit, European Commission, DG Regional Policy

Panelists: 
Mr David Sweet, Advisor, European Commission, DG Regional Policy


Mr Gianluca Spinaci, Committee of the Regions


Mr Rudolf Virág, Secretary of State, Ministry of Local Governments, Hungary

Mrs Alexandra Vogl, Head of Tina office, TINA VIENNA Urban Technologies & Strategies, Austria

Mr Martin Kováč, Director of Local Development Department, Association of Towns and Municipalities, Slovakia
Rapporteur:
Ms Eva Lieber, European Commission, DG Regional Policy
David Sweet highlighted in his presentation that macro-regional strategies are a new way of cooperation by using the model of functional regions. The main characteristics of a macro regional strategy development are:

· Need to determine the roles of different partners. Stakeholders must come together and bring both problems and solutions. Clear commitment of the high political level is important as well as the full-hearted support from Ministries, Agencies, the regional and local level and also the 3rd sector, such as NGO's and the civil society. 

· Stakeholders to take responsibility. The appointment of National Contact Points, Priority Area Coordinators and others is crucial to get things moving. Solutions and actions must be found within the regions. 

· Moving from words to actions. The public expects visible results, i.e. flagship projects within a reasonable time frame. Stakeholders should be able to show first results within two years. Regional bottom-up projects are needed. 

He pointed out that in the process of the strategy development and implementation the Commission services will ensure alignment with EU policies and act as coordinator and, if necessary, as mediator. 

Gianluca Spinaci from the Committee of the Regions (CoR) underlined that Euroregions and networks of cities reinforce the Danube strategy through grassroots territorial cooperation complementing and linking up with the intergovernmental cooperation. He expressed the view that the European Grouping of Territorial Cooperation, EGTC, is a key delivery vehicle for the Danube strategy. A result-based "contract" could be envisaged between the European Commission and the "Danube EGTCs" on flagship projects for achieving certain goals, a tighter timetable, experimental actions and rewards for success on delivery. In addition, the CoR is committed to the success of the Danube strategy by taking part actively in the consultation process and the implementation of the action plan by mobilizing the local and regional authorities. As to information and communication the CoR will organize a Forum on Macroregions on 13 April in Brussels. Moreover, the Danube strategy will play a prominent role during the Open Days in October this year where a series of decentralized events related to the Danube regions are planned. 

Rudolf Virág pointed out in his presentation that EGTCs are the most effective way for the Danube region because EGTCs facilitate the cooperation of local players and the more efficient use of EU sources. A permanent dialogue with all stakeholders in the course of the implementation is crucial as well as the exchange of experiences. In addition, the mapping of legal and technical obstacles with regions which are faced during the implementation would be helpful. Special attention should be paid to the effective involvement of non-EU-Member-States in the cooperation. 

Alexandra Vogl highlighted that cities and municipalities play an essential role in the development of the Danube region. Therefore, the following two topics should be added to the strategy:

· Improving quality of life in cities and regions

· Cooperation of cities and regions to promote innovative strategies and technologies


(1) Strengthening the cluster building of innovative technologies in thematic 
fields of transnational relevance  


(2) Increasing use of environmental friendly technologies


(3) Stimulation of the exchange of good practices and experiences for 
innovative and sustainable regional and urban development: a polycentric 
urban network could optimize governance by a better use of urban and 
regional potential and also contribute to a more balanced structure in the 
regions. 

She pointed out that as the first step main topics and actors of the Danube strategy must be defined. The best governance structure for cooperation and implementation should be identified thereafter: structure should follow the topics. Nevertheless good governance is important and will determine the degree of success of the EUSDR. Already existing cross-border cooperations – such as CENTROPE, a project with 16 partner regions and cities in Central Europe running currently within the framework of the Central Europe Programme – should be part of the strategy.

Martin Kovác referred to the problems of municipalities in Slovakia related to flooding, sustainable sanitation and adaptation to climate change. There is a great need for systematic reduction of flood and droughts risks and an affordable sanitation and water management system. Furthermore, awareness was raised of the fact that the problems and challenges at local level are very different in the Danube countries.

26 February 2010

I. Opening Plenary Session (9.00 – 9.30) 
First session: "Balancing economic development and sustainability"
Chair: Mr Gyula Hegyi, Danube Ambassador of Hungary

"The EU Strategy for the Danube region builds on three principles. For the Strategy there will be no new EU funds, no new EU institutions and no new EU legislation. However, nobody prevents us from thinking about the next Structural Funds Period and what priorities and funds will look like."

Mr Johannes Eigner, Deputy Director General, Federal Ministry for European and International Affairs Austria
"In the Strategy we need to be sure to address topics specific for the region, topics for which there is a clear added value for an EU Strategy. The ecosystem of the river and sustainable transport on the waterway are two themes specific for the region and they will be addressed together in the next conference in April in Vienna and Bratislava."


Mr Branimir Mandic , Assistant Minister for Multilateral Affairs of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Bosnia and Herzegovina
"It is not only because of good trade relations that Bosnia i Herzigovina has a clear EU perspective. We are part of European solutions and not part of its problems."

Ms Lilyana Pavlova, Deputy Minister, Ministry for Regional Development and Public Works of Bulgaria
"Its evolving nature and its integrated as well as bottom up approach are key features of the Strategy. Bulgaria has submitted its national position on the EU Strategy for the Danube Region and we are now prepared to talk about projects."


Mr Michal Sedláček, Deputy Minister for European Affairs, Office of the Government of the Czech Republic
"We need to make sure that the Danube Region is attractive for citizens, businesses and investors. Competitiveness must be our number one priority. As on global markets we cannot compete on labour costs we need to compete on human capital, on knowledge. Every effort needs to be made to increase the spending on research and development and to abolish all barriers on the free movement of people."

Hungary – Ambassador Árpád Gordos, Hungarian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
"For Hungary lifting trade barriers and the investments in minds are key priorities. This is best done through cooperation, in the Danube Region we need to establish kissing links and remove missing links."

Serbia - Mr Božidar Đelić, Deputy Prime Minister, Government of the Republic of Serbia 

For the Strategy we need commonly accepted quantifiable goals on both the socio economic and environment aspects. We need to link the EU Strategy for the Danube Region to main Strategies at EU level, like Europe 2020 or the Transport and Energy Networks. And to prove the credibility of the Strategy, we need to start solving the immediate problems with our neighbours. 
Second session: "Focusing on socio-economic cohesion and institutional development"
Panelists:
Croatia - Mrs Tea Karaman, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Croatia

Germany - Mr Rolf Mafael, Deputy Director-General, Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Romania - Mr Viorel Ardelenu, Minister plenipotentiary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Slovakia - Mr Daniel Ács, State Secretary of the Ministry of Construction and Regional Development

Slovenia - Mr Igor Mally, Senior Adviser, Government Office for Development and Growth
The messages of the national representatives (above) could be summarized as follows:

For Croatia, the process of decentralization in the country has started and is essential to progress to the accession to the EU, but also to participate in the Danube strategy. With this new bottom-up approach, the "local communities" are better linked to "networks at national level" and receive increasing responsibilities (e.g. for projects of road construction). Croatia welcomes the Danube process and wishes to cooperate more intensively with other regional/local communities for the Danube region.
Germany declared that it supports fully the Danube strategy, but considers that the challenges to overcome will be more difficult in comparison with the Baltic strategy. Germany perceives the future strategy as a framework for an overall development of the region (common responsibility in the region, more efficient EU policy, diminution of socio-economic differences…). On the top of the 3 pillars of the Danube strategy, Germany proposes to add a 4rth pillar: "culture, people to people, network of cities, security".
Romania, implicated since the very start in the Danube strategy, confirmed the key role of cohesion policy for the development of the Danube countries and for the implementation of actions. Romania has made a public consultation and received more than 100 answers which will be taken into account in the "Romanian document" to be communicated to the European Commission. 
For Romania, the important challenges are: the obstacles to commerce across frontiers, the difficulty to conciliate transport and environment, the lack of social and cultural services.

For Slovakia, the development of EU territorial cooperation policy is essential to harmonise the Danube region which suffers from high disparities. Slovakia highly appreciates the work done for the region in the programmes "Central Europe" and "South East Europe". But it also looks to the new form of managing shared by regions/local entities in the new structure of EGTC. 
As first challenge, Slovakia underlined the problem of transport and communication (difficulty of access to towns with bottlenecks in "corridors", insufficient cooperation between towns).   
Slovenia agreed with Slovakia on the importance of socio-economic cohesion. For what concerns the strategy itself, Slovenia supports the idea of a simple process, without new instruments and with a reduced number of tools like a national based platform an a list of projects agreed between countries.
II. Closing Plenary Session and Conclusions (12.00 – 13.00) 
Mr Dirk Ahner, Director General for Regional Policy

"We have seen already in the first stakeholder conference in Ulm and now again here in Budapest the important backing from the political side of all Danube States for the Strategy. We now shall use this political backing to get from good intentions to concrete actions and projects. Everyone who is committed, everyone that supports the development of the Strategy must also be ready to deliver when it comes to implementation. We cannot agree in principle, and then not use the instruments available. And when thinking about implementation, let us be creative and inventive to find means."
Mr Matthias Kollatz-Ahnen, Vice President European Investment Bank
"Let us try to be concrete in what we want for the Region. Knowing that the transport capacity of the Danube is 10 times lower than the one on the Rhine, but that pollution is three times higher, let's formulate a goal to reduce pollution by the factor 3 and increase transport on the Danube by the factor 10. Certainly, projects will be complex and we will need the political commitment. But given that, we as the EIB can offer some tools for its implementation, be it in financing where we signed loans for 11 billion EUR in the Region in 2009 alone. Or be it in terms of Technical Assistance."
Mr Péter Balázs, Hungarian Minister of Foreign Affairs

"It is difficult to draw borders for where exactly the Danube Region starts and ends. But certainly, having participated in this conference you can see that we share common interests. This conference and the Danube Summit have also shown that we are well beyond the critical mass of political will for the process of developing an EU Strategy for the Danube Region. From now on, the countdown begins to produce a good Strategy and Action Plan."
Mr Tamás Németh, General Secretary of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences
"I have the dream of a blue Danube, with green investments and happy people in the whole region. Let us not forget that we need research and education to deliver that."
� The public consultation can be accessed via � HYPERLINK "http://www.ec.europa.eu/regional_policy" ��www.ec.europa.eu/regional_policy� and is open from Feb 2 - April 12, 2010.
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