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European Union Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region

An integrated framework that allows the European Union and Member States to identify needs and match them to the available resources through co-ordination of appropriate policies, thus enabling the Baltic Sea Region to enjoy a sustainable environment and optimal economic and social development.

ANNEX 4 

COOPERATION WITH NON-EU MEMBER STATES
COOPERATION WITH NON-EU MEMBER STATES 

The Baltic Sea is an international sea and the region is an international region. Whether viewed historically, geographically, economically or socially the interactions between countries have always been a key feature of the region. The inspiration for the European Union Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region derives in part from the observation that eight of nine littoral states are members of the European Union, and the EU shares of other indicators, such as length of coastline, population within drainage area, economic activity, are similarly high. While the strategy is an internal EU strategy, it is clear that it includes objectives and issues which call for constructive cooperation with our non-EU partner countries in order to achieve concrete results.
However, it is neither reasonable nor realistic to expect non-Member States to sign up to an EU strategy. For this reason it was foreseen in the Communication on the Strategy that the Northern Dimension
 should provide the basis for the external aspects of cooperation in the region. This has proved a fruitful approach, with the various bodies that form part of the Northern Dimension (Ministerial Meeting, Senior Officials, Steering Group) placing cooperation with the EUSBSR as a regular item on the agendas of their meetings. Moreover, the Partnerships and other initiatives that provide practical expression of the Northern Dimension Cooperation Process have accepted the opportunities offered by the strategy approach in increasing the effectiveness of their actions.

A specific example of cooperation and collaboration between the Partnership and the Strategy is the role of the Northern Dimension Partnership for Public Health and Social Well-being in becoming a lead partner for the implementation of Priority Area 12 Health. 

Among the other international organisations active in the region is the Helsinki Commission (HELCOM), mentioned above, whose action plan forms the basis of many of the projects proposed under the environmental pillar of the EUSBSR Action Plan. 

Turning to cooperation with specific countries, four have been identified as particularly important partners: Iceland, Norway, Belarus and Russia. Of these, contact with Belarus has so far been limited but useful: it is expected that cooperation will be developed in the sectors of environment (especially water issues), transport and cultural issues. Iceland, Norway and Russia are all participants in the Northern Dimension. Iceland and Norway, as members of the various Nordic bodies, are already strongly associated with many of the strategic approaches of the region and have the opportunity to participate in projects, on a basis of equality, whenever that is useful. 

Discussions with the Russian Federation have been positive and encouraging. Statements at major international fora, including the Baltic Sea Action Summit (Helsinki, February 2010) and the 8th Baltic Sea States Summit (June 2010) have been positive in tone. An in-depth bilateral meeting was held in Moscow, with the Ministries of Foreign Affairs and Regional Development, and further discussions have taken place during and on the margins of Northern Dimension meetings. The Commission has proposed a range of areas, linked to the Action Plan, where cooperation with Russia would seem particularly helpful to all concerned: the Russian response to this is under preparation. Meanwhile, actors in the region have reported interest, even enthusiasm, from their opposite numbers in the Russian regions concerned.  

Finally, discussions are underway with regard to the budgetary reserve (20 MIO EUR) of the European Parliament for financing the external aspects of the Strategy. 

�	The Northern Dimension provides a common framework for the promotion of dialogue and concrete cooperation in Northern Europe between the European Union, Iceland, Norway and Russia





