Conference on the EU Strategy for the Danube Region
Ulm, 1-2 February 2010
Documentation of the conference
“The Rhine is the river of the creation of the EU and the Danube is the river of its enlargement” (Ms Emilia Müller, Minister for Federal and European Affairs of Bavaria).

The conference held in Ulm on 1 and 2 February 2010 was the first one organised in the frame of the EU Strategy for the Danube Region (EUSDR). Its objective was to launch the preparation of this Strategy by promoting discussion between all parties involved (European Commission, Member States, Neighbouring Countries and stakeholders). Five further such conferences will be organised in the coming months. The Ulm conference was attended by more than 400 people and welcomed high-level speakers including Mr Pawel Samecki (Commissioner for Regional Policy), Mr Bodizar Djelic (Deputy Prime Minister of Serbia), Ms Danuta Hübner (MEP, Chairwoman of the REGI Committee) as well as several Ministers, State Secretaries and MEPs.

Overall, the participants to the conference expressed their clear support to the EUSDR, highlighting the challenges and opportunities it can address. In this regard, the expectations from the Commission’s work are very high. In addition, the process of involving the stakeholders of the Region was welcomed. 

Many speakers indicated the main topics to be covered: environment, transport, energy, economy, innovation, security, regional identity and tourism were specially underlined. In addition, the following topics were mentioned: floods, security, migration, people-to-people, youth, EGTCs (to implement the Strategy or parts of it such as priority areas or projects), links with the Sava River and the importance of cities.
Press information

· Press release: 
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· Result of the conference (EC Representation in Munich): 
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9:00-11:00
Opening Plenary Session
Mr. Ivo Gönner, Lord Mayor of the City of Ulm

Mr. Paweł Samecki, Commissioner for Regional Policy, European Commission
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Mrs. Monika Stolz, Minister for Labour and Social Affairs, Baden-Württemberg 

Mrs. Emilia Müller, Minister for Federal and European Affairs, Bavaria 

Mr. László Borbély, Minister of Environment of Romania 

Mr. Rosen Plevneliev, Minister for Regional Development and Public Works of Bulgaria

Mr. Bozidar Djelic, Deputy Prime Minister of Serbia

If we have, include speeches as downloads

11:30-12:30 
Panel Discussion
According to Mr Beazley, the prime aim of the EU Strategy for the Danube Region should be to foster the integration of the Danube Region into the Union, and thus the integration of the EU as such. Further efforts are needed in order to support this integration after the two recent enlargements, and to contribute to reduce the major socioeconomic disparities in the region.

Mr Busek reminded that the Danube Region is not homogenised, and that there is a lot of bilateral and internal conflicts and challenges. EU SDR could represent the chance to find solutions to some of these. There is a need to define the Danube Region and set its priorities, and to discuss the endogenous conflicts in public. Public participation, establishment of a clear governance structure and orientation on concrete results is a key of success.

Ms Vitcheva highlighted the value added of cooperation and partnership method that works well for the Baltic Sea Strategy. It is useful to involve the future implementers of the Strategy (e.g. Managing Authorities of operational programmes, line ministries) early in the designing phase. Correct financial governance for the strategy has to be established. Some visible results of the Strategy have to be quickly presented to the public in order to keep enthusiasm.

Ms Jerina thinks that the Strategy should fully operate with all the countries of the Region, Member States or not, otherwise success cannot be expected. ICPDR as the transnational environmental body with solid knowledge about the Danube River Basin should be a leading force of the environmental dimension of the Strategy. The Strategy should also support knowledge-based society and the involvement of business and research. Projects of  investment for hard infrastructure are indeed needed, but also those building networks between students, researchers and SMEs. The use of ICT tools for the structured communication among SMEs (chat rooms, Internet platforms) should be encouraged. 

Mr Beckmann informed about some of the biggest environmental challenges of the Region: 80% loss of wetlands in last 20 years, problems with pollution, waste, lack of sewage systems. He reminded the need to treat not only the river issues, but other (e.g. mountain ranges) as well. The fact that parts of the region are less developed could mean that there is a major potential for developing the green economy, as suggested by EU 2020 paper. When developing and implementing the Strategy, special emphasis should be put into the integrated approach: Strategy could be seen as a tool to establish permanent integrated governance structures. 
Mr Schicker from the City of Vienna reminded the importance of the city of Vienna in the Central European space, having close ties with Bratislava and the other neighbouring regions and cities (e.g. Brno). The city of Vienna chairs the Working group of Danube regions and has a lot to offer as for the experience from cooperation with the partners in the Danube Region.

Ms Sobieski is of opinion that the Danube Strategy will bring new impetus into the EU accession process. It will be an impetus for the non-EU countries to learn the strategic approach, to have better understanding of how EU works and how it addresses different challenges. It can also stimulate the regional cooperation in these countries, the application of the EU legislation, and enhance the coordinated and comprehensive approach. A lot of capacity building in these countries is still required. Visible actions, such as building a bridge, are required for the success of the Strategy with the general public.

Mr. Erhard Busek, Chairman of the Institute for the Danube Region and Central Europe


Mrs. Therèse Sobieski, European Commission, DG Enlargement 

Mr. Andreas Beckmann, Danube Carpathian Programme WWF

Mrs. Charlina Vitcheva, European Commission, DG Regional Policy 
Mrs. Andreja Jerina, State Secretary for Development and European Affairs of Slovenia
Mr. Rudolf Schicker, Executive City Councillor, City of Vienna

14:00-15:30
4 thematic workshops (in English language only)

Workshop on Connectivity and Communication
Moderator: 
Mr. Johannes Eigner, Foreign Ministry Austria, National Contact Point 

Key note speaker: 
Mr. Cesare Bernabei, European Commission, DG Energy and Transport

Key note speaker: 
Mr. Guy Clausse, European Investment Bank 
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Key note speaker:
Mrs. Silvia-Adriana Ticau, Member of the European Parliament
Rapporteur: 
Mrs. Eva Lieber, European Commission, DG Regional Policy

· Summary of the workshop: 
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· Contribution on Energy (M. Momot, European Commission, DG Transport and Energy): to be downloaded from: http://www.4shared.com/file/218930064/34ce8ee8/2010_02_01_ULM_EUSDR_Energy_MM.html
· Contribution on the ‘Corridor VII’: 
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Workshop on Environment, Water & Risk Prevention

Moderator: 
Mr. Viorel Ardeleanu, Ministry of Foreign Affairs Romania, National Contact Point
Key note speaker: 
Mr. Georges Kremlis, European Commission, DG Environment 
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Key note speaker: 
Mr. Mitja Bricelj, Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning of Slovenia, ICPDR 
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Rapporteur: 
Mr. Andreas von Busch, European Commission, DG Regional Policy
· Summary of the workshop: 
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Workshop on Socio-Economic, Human & Institutional Development

Moderator: 
Mrs. Liliana Pavlova, Ministry for Regional Development and Public Works Bulgaria, National Contact Point 

Key note speaker: 
Mrs. Zuzana Gakova, European Commission, DG Regional Policy 
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Key note speaker: 
Mr. Josef Pöschl, The Vienna Institute for International Economic Studies
Key note speaker:
Mr. Michael Theurer, Member of the European Parliament
Rapporteur: 
Mrs. Vladislava Hristozova, European Commission, DG Regional Policy
· Summary of the workshop: 
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Workshop on Governance

Moderator: 
Mr. Rolf Mafael, Ministry of Foreign Affairs Germany, National Contact Point
Key note speaker: 
Mr. Jose Palma Andres, European Commission, DG Regional Policy
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Key note speaker: 
Mr. Alexander Schenk, Ministry of Finance Sweden 
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Key note speaker:
Mr. Gabor Demszky, Mayor of the City of Budapest 
Rapporteur: 
Mr. Laszlo Florian, European Commission, DG Regional Policy
· Summary of the workshop: 
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16:00-17:30 
Closing Plenary Session and Conclusions (EN/DE Interpretation)
Chair: Mr. Gábor Demszky, Mayor of the City of Budapest

Mrs. Danuta Hübner, Member of the European Parliament 

Mr. Daniel Acs, State Secretary for Construction and Regional Development Slovakia
Mr. József Czukor, State Secretary, Ministry of Foreign  Affairs, Hungary

Mr. Dirk Ahner, European Commission, Director General DG Regional Policy
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Brussels, 1 February 2010

"Working in partnership to boost development": Paweł Samecki at Danube Region conference in Ulm, Germany 


Paweł Samecki, European Commissioner for Regional Policy, will address the Danube Region stakeholder conference in the German city of Ulm (Baden-Württemberg) tomorrow (2 February). This marks the launch of a series of consultation events aimed at shaping the Commission's plans for a European Strategy for the Danube region. Building on the positive experience of the first 'macro-regional' strategy in the Baltic Sea Region, this latest initiative seeks to develop the huge economic potential of Europe's longest river, and improve environmental conditions in and around the wider Danube region. 


Speaking ahead of the conference, Commissioner Samecki said: "The need to harness the full development potential of the Danube region is crucial to meet shared challenges. The lessons learned and experience gained in involving all interests during the Baltic Sea process will stand us in good stead. Putting in place a comprehensive Strategy can also help to reinforce the integration of this region within the EU, overcoming the legacy of division, economic and social disparities, and deficiencies in infrastructure. Today's conference marks the moment when we move from words to action, to find a way forward that will deliver concrete and lasting results."


The Danube region encompasses 14 countries ranging from Germany in the west to the Ukraine in the east. The two-day conference provides an important opportunity for representatives of national governments in the region, local authorities, business, NGOs and academia to exchange initial views on the fledgling plans. 

As well as the Commissioner, other leading participants will include Mr Bozidar Djelic, Deputy Prime Minister of Serbia, Mr Rosen Plevneliev, Minister for Regional Development and Public Works of Bulgaria, Mr Wolfgang Reinhart, Minister for Federal and European Affairs in Baden-Württemberg, Mrs Emilia Müller, Minister for Federal and European Affairs in Bavaria, Mr. László Borbély, Minister of Environment in Romania.


It will feature three workshops, each linked to one of the priority areas of the strategy:

1. To improve connectivity and communication systems (within and outside the Region);

2. To protect the environment, preserve water resources and prevent against natural risks;

3. To reinforce socio-economic, human and institutional development.

One additional workshop will be held on 'governance' looking at the potential framework structure for cooperation. 


The Danube region has huge economic, environmental and social potential. The countries involved are joining forces to draw on the region’s many strengths, but also to tackle a number of pressing issues, not least the need to improve transport and energy connections and reduce flooding. Given the complex and inter-linked nature of many of the challenges facing the region, cooperation under a coherent integrated framework would enable more effective coordination.

The strategy will be based on a 'macro-regional' approach - a new working method in the EU pioneered in the Baltic Sea Region. This does not imply new laws or institutions but rather strengthens links between different policies and coordinates the efforts of a wide range of stakeholders.

Although the strategy will not come with extra finance, a considerable amount of funding is already allocated to the region through a host of EU programmes. The aim is to use this available support – € 95 billion in structural funds alone between 2007 and 2013 – to greater effect and show how macro-regional cooperation can help tackle local problems. 

Notes for editors

The counties involved are those currently covered by the Danube Cooperation Process (of which eight are EU Member States): Germany (Baden-Württemberg and Bavaria), Austria, the Slovak Republic, the Czech Republic, Hungary, Slovenia, Croatia, Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Romania, Bulgaria, the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine (the regions along the Danube). 


Next steps: The conference in Ulm marks the start of a series of conferences and debates which will provide opportunity for interested parties to feed in views and ideas. The process will continue until early summer with further events planned for Hungary at the end of February, Austria and Slovakia (April), Bulgaria (May), Romania (June), and a public consultation. The Commission will propose an Action Plan and a governance system to be in December 2010, and which is scheduled for discussion and likely endorsement by the Member States in early 2011.

For more information: 

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/cooperation/danube/index_en.htm

For further details on the conference:  


http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/cooperation/danube/events_en.htm
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