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Press release

Central Europe Programme: 37 new projects improve cooperation among regions for the benefits of citizens

Austrian projects very successful
Vienna, 16 November 2009

On 12 and 13 November 2009 the Monitoring Committee of the transnational Programme Central Europe decided in Budapest on new projects to be co-funded within the 2nd call for project proposals. Out of 137 eligible project applications, the Committee recommended 37 projects for funding in the fields of innovation, accessibility, environment and competitiveness of cities and regions. A total sum of roughly 72,5 million Euros out of the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) will be allocated to these projects. 

The funded projects, which have to include partners from at least three out of eight EU Member States participating in the Central Europe Programme, involve 53 regions in the Central Europe area. 58 project partners are coming from Austria, 38 from the Czech Republic, 67 from Germany, 65 from Italy, 47 from Hungary, 60 from Poland, 26 projects from Slovakia and further 32 projects from Slovenia.

Broad variety of topics

The approved projects tackle a wide range of different topics which are of clear relevance for the citizens of the area. Projects funded under priority innovation deal among others with the issues of transnational clusters and the collaboration between health care sector players and small and medium sized enterprises. Accessibility projects elaborate better strategies for road safety and environmental innovation for public transport systems.  Projects dealing with environment include projects on energy efficiency in urban areas and flood risk management. The competitiveness of regions and cities will be developed through the searching new models for challenging negative impacts of demographic change and revitalization of brownfield areas.

Different to the first call, the Programme offered the possibility to private partners to be Lead Partner in projects in the field of innovation for the first time. 10 private companies applied as Lead Applicants in eligible projects. All together 65 private partners will participate in the different projects.

Austria very successful

Among the 37 funded projects 9 projects are lead by an Austrian project partner, who takes the main responsibility for the successful project implementation. These projects lead by Austrian institutions deal among others with flood protection in the Danube, Thaya and March area, better forecasting systems of severe weather events, the support of electricity-based, clean urban public transport, an improvement of cluster activities and the transnational transport axis from the Adriatic to the Baltic Sea. Further, project partners from Austria are involved in 32 out of 37 approved projects. 

As next steps all approved projects will have the possibility to gather first hand information on the implementation of projects during a Seminar in Vienna on 19 and 20 November 2009 and the Central Europe Annual event in Verona, Italy, taking place on 3 and 4 December 2009. Beside first exchange of ideas and topics among the projects, project partners and the interested public will also have the chance to get information on future funding periods in panel discussion among others with former EU Commissioner for Regional Development, Danuta Hübner.  

CENTRAL EUROPE is a European Union programme that encourages cooperation among the countries of Central Europe (Austria, Czech Republic, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia) to improve innovation, accessibility and the environment and to enhance the competitiveness and attractiveness of their cities and regions.

CENTRAL EUROPE invests €231 million to provide funding to transnational cooperation projects involving public and private organisations. The programme is financed by the European Regional Development Fund and runs from 2007 to 2013. 
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